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allies and Turkey which began at London in December,
1912, and lasted intermittently until the signature of the
Treaty of London on May 30, 1913, the question of the
Straits was never raised, although it doubtless influenced
Russia's attitude. The restraint which Russia sought to im-
pose on her Balkan protegees and her occasional espousals
of Turkey's case were motivated not by any change of
heart but by the desire to preserve Turkey sufficiently intact
to keep Constantinople and the Straits until Russia was bet-
ter prepared, diplomatically and militarily, to take them
over. It was fear for the security of the Straits that led
Russia to insist on leaving the strategic islands near the
Dardanelles (Imbros, Tenedos, Samothrace and Lemnos)
under Turkish sovereignty and to consent, finally, to their
annexation by Greece only under the condition that they
would be neutralized.20
Although the question of the Straits remained in the back-
ground during the Balkan wars, the policies of the Powers
indicated their attitude toward the problem. Great Britain,
in proposing internationalization of Constantinople, had
showed her preference for such a solution as that urged by
Russia during the Anglo-Russian negotiations in 1907 and
during the Bosnian crisis in 1908. France does not seem to
have been eager to give Russia a free hand. On the other
hand, Russia apparently regarded the safeguarding of her
interests in the Straits as paramount to any other considera-
tion, even at the price of Bulgaria's defection from the
20 The fate of these islands in the Aegean Sea was left to the deter-
mination of the Great Powers. After several months of wrangling, a
decision was finally reached in February, 1914, leaving to Turkey only
Imbros, Tenedos and Castellorizo. Not until the Treaty of Lausanne
of July 24, 1923, did Turkey renounce sovereignty over the other islands
in favor of Greece.